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The use of onomatopoeia in teaching materials
for early childhood education :

Creation of onomatopoeic playing cards (Karuta) by the students majoring
in early childhood education

(A |
MATSUZAKI Fumichika

Abstract

This paper describes the use of onomatopoeia in childcare and education and onomatopoeic playing cards (Karuta)
in early childhood education and its problems, reports the experience of the creation of Karuta by the students majoring
in early childhood education, and gives examples of Karuta created by them. Onomatopoeia is frequently used in the
language of children and caregivers and promotes a child’s linguistic expressions. As a matter of fact, onomatopoeia
has been incorporated in Japanese language classes and utilized as a means of learning other subjects in elementary
schools; it is considered useful for childcare and education. Karuta is a material that can foster language ability of
young children. However, commercially available Karuta cards are not enough to develop daily-life expressions and
vocabulary of young children. On the other hand, it is considered that onomatopoeic Karuta can be a material for early
childhood education. Therefore, we included the creation of onomatopoeic Karuta in the class syllabus for early
childhood education. In each reading card, a poem with three lines of 5-7 syllables containing onomatopoeia in the first
line was included. These cards were written in the Japanese syllabary characters (Hiragana) and it was permitted to
start a poem with a voiced consonant and semi-voiced consonant. Picture cards for touching were created to clearly
represent the meanings of onomatopoeia.

Keywords : onomatopoeia, playing cards (Karuta), creating teaching materials, early
childhood education
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