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Preliminary Study on the Reception History of Thoinot
Arbeau's Orchésographie :
Focusing on France from the End of the 16™ Century to the 18" Century

MORI Tatsuko
Bulletin of Japan Women's College of Physical Education, 2023, 53, 13-23

Thoinot Arbeau's Orchésographie (1st edition, 1589) is considered one of the most important works in the history of
dance as it documents the dance practices of Renaissance France. To date, researchers and practitioners of dance have
been continuously examining the contents of Orchésographie, but there is still a lack of research on the history of its re-
ception. Therefore, this paper examines how Orchésographie is perceived and discussed in French discourses on the histo-
ry of dance from the end of the 16" century to the 18" century.

Although it is necessary to further expand the period and region covered by this study, it has become clear at this
point that the entry on “Orchésographie” in Antoine Furetiére's Dictionnaire universel (1690) was often referred to and
quoted throughout the 18th century. In this sense, Furetiére's contribution to the history of the reception of Orchésogra-
phie cannot be underestimated. However, it should not be overlooked that, as a result, Thoinot Arbeau’s first name was
passed down to posterity in an erroneous form and that the statement that the “Orchésographie was published in 1588"
was handed down as if it were a definite fact.

Keywords : Thoinot Arbeau, Orchésographie, dance notation, dance history






