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Takaya Eguchi and Avant-garde Dance of the 1960s and 1970s :

From the Perspective of a Teacher at a Physical Education College

TAKANO Miwako
Bulletin of Japan Women's College of Physical Education, 2023, 53, 45-54

This study confirmed Eguchi Takaya's view of avant-garde dance that emerged in the 1960s and 1970s and examined
how his position as a teacher at a physical education college was related to the background to his holding this view of
dance.

In the 1960s, the physical education value of dance in school physical education was being discussed in the wake of the
Tokyo Olympics. For Eguchi, as a teacher at a physical education college who at the time recommended ‘basic movement’,
expressive movement, and creative methods for creative dance in school physical education, Ankoku Butoh and postmod-
ern dance appeared around the same time, which did not dance and did not emphasize Eguchi's concept of compositional
methods, were dances that were incompatible with the modern dance he practiced and the creative dance of school physi-
cal education. For this reason, Eguchi expressed a critical view of these avant-garde dances.

However, Eguchi was originally positive about avant—-garde efforts and published arguments for and against these avant
-garde dances in his research journal, and he used to present innovative dance works without dancing. Considering the
above, it can be assumed that even though Eguchi as an artist was interested in avant-garde dances, it was difficult for
him as a teacher at a physical education college, who taught creative methods in line with the subject matter and dances
with sufficient dancing in the field of school physical education, to easily accept avant-garde dances that did not dance
and were different from the creative methods he sought. Here we can glimpse his ambivalent stance between artist and
physical education teacher, criticizing but not totally rejecting the avant-garde dances that emerged in the 1960s and
1970s.

Keywords : Takaya Eguchi, modern dance, postmodern, creative dance for school physical education, identity



