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One Use of the Verb “Have :
Kaigi wo Motsu (“Have a Meeting”)

TAKAHASHI Yoshihisa
Bulletin of Japan Women's College of Physical Education, 2025, 55, 11-18

In 1965, Yoichi Fujiwara pointed out the noticeable trend of the word motsu (“have”) being used to mean okonau
(“conduct”) in phrases such as kaigi wo motsu (“have a meeting”). However, examples of this kind of usage can be
found in Diet Proceedings from 1947, as well as in Imperial Parliament Proceedings a year earlier in 1946. Some dictio-
naries point out that this usage is a “post-World War II expression’, but from this perspective, it can be assumed that
the usage was established before World War II ended in 1945. The meaning of the word in terms of this usage appears
to have been introduced in Japanese-language dictionaries around the year 1990. There is a theory that the establish-
ment of this usage was influenced by the English language, but it is by no means a settled matter. When looking at ex-
amples from the Diet Proceedings, there are instances of kaigi wo motte (an adjective phrase meaning “through a meet-
ing”) and kaigi wo motte (the aforementioned “to have a meeting”) being used to mean either kaigi ni oite (“at a
meeting”) or kaigi wo okonatte (“conduct a meeting”). In other words, it is possible to substitute the particle wo motte
(“through”) with the verb—-containing phrase wo motte (“have”). Therefore, it is conceivable that it had a significant in-
fluence on the verb motsu taking on the same meaning as okonau.
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