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Reggio Emilia’s early childhood education and
an environment of nursery school

— From Winter Institute 1998 and the practice records from
the exhibition of “The Hundred Languages of Children” —

WOH FETY
Natsuko TOKIDA

Abstract

This report is on Reggio Emilia’s preschool educational philosophy and nursery environment. “The Hundred
Languages of Children” is a large and compelling exhibition where children’s works are on display in an original way,
and the process of education is shown as a documentary. Through this exhibition, people in Europe and North America
began to direct their attention to the educational philosophy in about 1980, and then it became an international
attention ; now the educational practice is done in many countries as “Reggo Emilia Approach”.

Reggio Emilia‘s environment is changing one ; comfortable and flexible, and it Invents new ways of understanding
and supporting children’s learning, teachers‘development, and the parents’ participation.

In Reggio Emilia City, there are two types of public nursery facilities ; infant-toddler centers for 0-2 years old, and
preschool for 3-5 years old. Now there are 13 infant-toddler center and 19 preschools. Then, we explain the environment
and practice done in “Solo” Infant-toddoler Center, “Martiri Villa Sesso” Child Center, and “Balducci” Preschool
visited in January in 1998.
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Origin of the experience with the
establishment of the school of
Gaida

End of the Second World War
Establishment of the school of
Villa Cella

Schools operated by the National
Liberation Committee
Schools operated by the ltalian
Union of Women

Opening of the first municipal
preschool

Opening of the first municipal
infant-toddler center

20
Preschools
(capacity for 38.86%
of resident children)

13

Infant-toddler
centers
(capacity for 30.10%
of resident children)
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(The municipal infant—toddler centers and preschools of reggio emilia p.12 & 1))
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Infant-toddler centers operating
in the Municipality of Reggio Emilia
Percentage
Managing No. of N.o' of of total
P children .
organization | Centers served resident
children
Municipality 13 820 30.10%
Cooperatives 3 130 4.77%
Religious o
orders ! 3 0.11%
Private 1 14 0.51%
Total 18 967 35.49%
Preschools operating
in the Municipality of Reggio Emilia
Percentage
Managing No. of c;';;!?:n of total
organization | schools served resident
children
Municipality 19 1,299 38.86%
State 10 533 15.94%
Religious o
orders 19 1,165 34.85%
Charities 2 128 3.83%
Private 1 40 1.19%
Total 51 3,165 94.70%
%
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LEGENDA:

1) Ingresso

Entrance

2) Sezione “PICCOLI”
Toddlers from 11 to 18 months
2.1) Spazio per il sonno
Sleeping area
2.2) Bagno
Bathroom

3) Sezione “LATTANTI”
Infants
3.1) Spazio per il sonno
Sleeping area
3.2) Bagno
Bathroom

4) Sezione “MEDI”
Toddlers from 18 to 24 months
4.1) Bagno
Bathroom - Changing area
4.2) Mini atelier
4.3) Spazio per il pranzo
Dining area

5) Sezione “GRANDI”
Toddlers from 24 to 36 months
5.1) Bagno

Bathroom - Changing area
6) Atelier

7) Piazza centrale
Central “piazza”

8) Cucina
Kitchen

2 “SOIE” L4hRE> 4 —

B 2 e RBLTHRTE S &) ek, ¥ - G -
e KREEIC ) 572 2 THRRTE 2 AR &, »<
OWPDIA T DEL ZEREHME) 25 5. ZOMICEEE
M, FEOWIK, BANCTERLT 250k bbb, &
WED S BN LD L) 125> T b,

Kiz, BNOBREEN A BT 2 (REBI2),
No.l:Zr b7 2R3EMETFELEZITAND
Wit E D2 Th b, Ao TT SO D % EEC
3EEE IR FDFATHDLANDH DL, ZILU
1%, Wk, BlE—Micd 2immh< ;7 4%



K2 LB I HMROMBR I a—I

(The municipal infant—toddler centers and preschools of reggio emilia p.20, 21 &£ ¥))

Staff work schedule

Staff work schedule

Total hours With the Other
per week children activities*
36 31 5

Total hours With the Other
per week children activities*
36 30 6

* Professional development, planning, preparation
of materials, community management, meetings
with families, other meetings, etc.

* Professional development, planning, preparation
of materials, community management, meetings
with families, other meetings, etc.

Staff work shifts Staff work shifts
Role Schedule Role Schedule
4 hers™ . .m. . .m.
Teachers 8.00 a.m 2.00 p.m Classro?m 8.00 a.m. 1.48 p.m.
4 Teachers* 8.33 a.m. 4.00 p.m. teacher
2 Teachers* 9.03 a.m. 4.00 p.m. Classroom 8.27 a.m. 4.00 p.m.
teacher”
1 Teacher* 9.09 a.m. 4.00 p.m.
Atelierista 8.30 a.m. 3.33 p.m.
Extended day
teacher 3.30 p.m. 6.30 p.m. Extended day
(part-time)** teacher 3.30 p.m. 6.30 p.m.
rt-ti s
Cook 8.00 a.m. 3.21 p.m. (part-time)
Cook 8.00 a.m. 3.21 p.m.
1 Helper** 8.00 a.m. 3.21 p.m.
Helper*** 8.00 a.m. 3.21 p.m.
1 Helper*** 8.30 a.m. 3.51 p.m.
1 Helper ™ 9.39 a.m. 5.00 p.m. Helper 9-00 a.m. 421 p.m.
- Part-time
Part-time 4.00 p.m. 7.00 p.m.
helpers 4.00 p.m. 7.00 p.m. helpers

weekly rotation
**  plus one morning per week

***  weekly rotation

*  weekly rotation
**  plus one morning per week
*** weekly rotation
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