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The characteristic of the curriculum of the dance department
in University of the Arts
— A report about the significance of classic ballet in education of dance—

Al T
Kayoko KOYAMA

Abstract

Most contemporary dance theory is based upon the principles of classical ballet. A knowledge of the system of dance
education in the US, as a prime example of practices around the world, provides an understanding of the significance
of classical ballet in dance education.

I was provided with the opportunity of studying at the University of Arts for one year. Based on my experiences, I
produced a report regarding the characteristics of dance training in the US from the perspective of classical ballet.

Freshman and sophomore training focuses on the basics. Junior and Senior students choose their specialty and receive
training in that field. However, classical ballet tuition is required throughout the four year course. The curriculum is
based upon a sound understanding of the nature of dance and classical ballet is obviously considered the basis of all

other modes of dance.
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Freshman Year Semester Credits
1st 2nd
Rhythm for Dancers 1 -
A/B  |Ballet I-1I 2 2
A/B_ |Modern Dance I-1I 2 2
A/B  |Jazz Dance I-1II 1 1
A/B |Tap I-1I 1 1
Eurhythmics 1 -
Improvisation - 1

A/B  |Fundamentals of
Dance I-1II 1 1
Survey of Music - 3
Language of Music 1 -
A/B |First Year Writing 3 3
A/B_|Intoro. To Modernism 3 3
Electives - 1
16 18

Sophomore Year

A/B  [Ballet I—1IV 2 2
A/B  |Modern Dance IM—IV 2 2
A/B _ |Jazz Dance N —IV 1 1
A Notation I 2 -
Anatomy for Dancers 1 -
Kinesiology - 1
A/B  |Dance History I —1I 3 3
Music for Dancers 1 -
Dance Composition I - 1
Dance Ensembles 1 1
Liberal Arts 3 3
Electives 1 1
17 15
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Ballet Major

Junior Year Semester Credits
Required Courses 1st 2nd
A/B  |Ballet V-VI 4 4
A/B  |Dance Pedagogy I-1I 2 2
A/B |Ballet Repertory I-1I 1 1
A/B  |Partnering I-1I 1 1
Theater Functions - 1
Character Dance - 1
A/B  |Modern Dance for Non-
Majors V-VI 1 1
Pointe I-1I or 1 1
A/B_ |men’s Class [-1I
A/B__ |Dance Ensembles 1 1
Liberal Arts 3 3
Electives 2 1
Junior Year Total 16 17
Senior Year
Regquired Courses
A/B  |Ballet Major VI-VII 4 4
A/B  |Dance Production I-1I 2 2
Modern Dance for Non-
A/B_ |Majors VI-VI 1 1
Dance Ensembles 1 1
Liberal Arts 6 3
Electives 1 3
Senior Year Total 15 14
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Jazz/Theater Dance Major

Junior Year Semester Credits
Required Courses 1st 2nd
A/B_ |Jazz V-VI 4 4
A/B__|Dance pedagogy I-1I 2 2
A/B _ |Dance Composition II-TI 2 2
Theater Functions - 1
A/B  |Tap IM-IV 1 1
A/B Ballet for Non-Majors V
-VI 1 1
A/B_ |Voice I-II or 1 1
A/B  |Acting I-1I
Dance Ensembles 1 1
Liberal Arts 3 3
Electives 2 1
Junior Year Total 17 17
Senior Year
Required Courses
A/B  |Jazz VI-VII
A/B _ |Dance Production I-1I 2 2
A/B Ballet for Non-Majors VI
=VII 1 1
Dance Ensembles 1 1
Liberal Arts 6 3
Electives 1 2
Senior Year Total 15 13
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Modern Dance Major

Junior Year Semester Credits

Required Courses 1st 2nd|

A/B_ |Modern Dance V-VI 4 4

A/B  |Modern Repertory I-1II 1 1

A/B  |Dance pedagogy I-1I 2 2

A/B  |Dance Composition II-II 2 2

Theater Functions - 1

A/B  |Improvisation I -II 1 1
A/B Ballet for Non-Majors V

-VI 1 1

Dance Ensembles 1 1

Liberal Arts 3 3

Electives 1 1

Junior Year Total 16 17

Senior Year
Required Courses

A/B_ |Modern Dance VI-VII 4 4

A/B |Dance Production I-1I 2 2
A/B Ballet for Non-Majors VI

-VII 1 1

Dance Ensembles 1 1

Liberal Arts 6 3

Electives 2 2

Senior Year Total 16 13
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