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Pitch of maternal speech in pretend play :
Is a higher pitch a cue for toddlers’ understanding of pretense?
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Abstract
Mothers modify their behaviors during pretense, and some of these behavior modifications are effective cues for
toddlers’ understanding of pretense. The present study investigated whether Japanese mothers vary the pitch of their
voice when they were pretending as opposed to really snacking with 18-month-olds. When mother-child pairs par-
ticipated in the pretend condition first, mothers used a higher pitch in the pretend condition than in the real condition.
However, the height of maternal pitch during pretense was not related to their toddlers’ apparent understanding of
pretense. This study indicates that mothers vary the pitch of their voice during pretense, but a higher pitch is not a cue

for toddlers’ understanding of pretense.
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